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London Stansted Airport is the UK’s fourth largest airport by passenger traffic and the East of England’s largest single-site employer. With passenger numbers projected to grow by 65% between 2025 and 2040, Manchester Airports Group (MAG) has set out a 20-year sustainable growth plan that will generate an additional 4,500 jobs on site. Alongside strong national growth forecasts for the aviation sector, this expansion presents both a major opportunity and a significant skills challenge, requiring a sustained pipeline of trained, work-ready professionals.

Stansted Airport College (STAC) was established in 2018 to meet this need, created through a partnership between Harlow College, MAG, and Essex County Council. It is the only further education college in the UK located on a major airport site, giving it a uniquely embedded relationship with industry. Now operating at full capacity with around 600 students from Essex, London and the wider region, the college has become a critical part of the aviation skills ecosystem, directly responding to identified skills gaps across the sector.

The college delivers specialist training in aeronautical engineering, airfield operations, aircraft maintenance and hospitality, taught by experienced industry professionals and aligned to employer needs. Its curriculum is developed in close collaboration with major employers on site, including MAG, Ryanair and TUI, ensuring that learners are trained against real operational standards and have access to meaningful work experience. Strong transport links and significant travel discounts of up to 80% enable learners from a wide catchment area, including London, to access provision. Demand continues to grow, with over 2,500 young people visiting the college in 2024–25 alone.

Outcomes are consistently strong, with 97% of trainees in 2024 progressing into aviation employment or further study. Employers report high levels of satisfaction and retention, reinforcing the quality and relevance of training delivered. This success has created increasing pressure on capacity, with demand now exceeding supply.

The next stage of development is focused on securing investment to expand facilities and nearly double student capacity, enabling the college to meet rising demand and support the wider growth of London Stansted Airport and the UK aviation sector. This expansion would strengthen the pipeline of skilled workers needed to deliver long-term airport growth and national aviation ambitions.
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